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THE Steps char ity in Shep shed is cel e brat ing af ter be ing awarded a £90,000 Chil dren In Need
grant.

Founded in 1994 and based in Lough bor ough Road, Shep shed, it’s a char ity for chil dren who
are born with mo tor dis or ders such as Down’s syn drome or cere bral palsy and pro vides a free
ser vice for fam i lies from across the East Mid lands.
It has an nual run ning costs of £250,000 with the ma jor ity of fund ing raised by do na tions,
fundrais ing and grants.
The BBC Chil dren In Need grant will be split with £30,000 be ing paid each year for three
years.
Steps fund-raiser Tr ish Mab bott said she was thrilled when she heard that Steps had been
granted the award for the third time.
“With out the sup port of grants such as this, it would be im pos si ble to pro vide our ser vice that
is as es sen tial both for par ents who have chil dren with ad di tional needs as it is for the chil -
dren them selves.
“What we o� er is only avail able in a few cen tres through out the UK and we have been de -
scribed by our par ents as pro vid ing them with a life line at a time when the world might feel
like a very dark and lonely place.”
Af ter vis it ing Steps to see how the fund ing would make a di� er ence, Dim ple Pa tel, BBC Chil -
dren in Need Grants O�  cer, said; “We are de lighted to be fund ing projects like Steps which
will be work ing hard to help make an im pact on the lives of dis ad van taged chil dren and young
peo ple in the East Mid lands.
“Grants like this are made avail able thanks to our sup port ers who do nate their time, money
and en ergy to help raise money for BBC Chil dren in Need and make this all pos si ble.”
Dur ing the visit, Tr ish ex plained that chil dren can come to us from a very early age and that
this early in ter ven tion is es sen tial for help ing them to gain in creased ben e �ts and skills.
Most chil dren are later able to take up places in main stream schools and when they are due to
do so, their des ig nated learn ing as sis tants are in vited into the cen tre to en able them to get to
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know the child who they will be work ing with and to be come fa mil iar with what they can
achieve, which is es sen tial to en able in di vid u als to ex tend their po ten tial.
Tr ish Mab bott added: “Ev ery thing that we do here at Steps helps each child to be come their
own per son and to ac cept who they are.
“We are so grate ful to BBC Chil dren in Need for award ing us this grant to help us con tinue to
sup port the fam i lies that have chil dren with ad di tional needs.”


